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Jesus addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised 

everyone else.  "Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was 

a tax collector.  The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, 'O God, I thank 

you that I am not like the rest of humanity -- greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax 

collector.  I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.' But the tax collector stood off at a 

distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, 'O God, be 

merciful to me a sinner.' I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for whoever exalts 

himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 

The Gospel of the Lord — Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ  
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How does this Gospel reading speak to your heart; Literally (then and now), Spiritually, Morally and in 

the life example of Christ? 

Additional Sacred Scripture Readings that tie in with this Gospel: 
Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 

In those days, Amalek came and waged war against Israel. Moses, therefore, said to Joshua, "Pick out 

certain men, and tomorrow go out and engage Amalek in battle.  I will be standing on top of the hill 

with the staff of God in my hand."  So Joshua did as Moses told him: he engaged Amalek in battle 

after Moses had climbed to the top of the hill with Aaron and Hur. As long as Moses kept his hands 
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raised up, Israel had the better of the fight, but when he let his hands rest, Amalek had the better of 

the fight. Moses' hands, however, grew tired; so they put a rock in place for him to sit on.  Meanwhile 

Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other, so that his hands 

remained steady till sunset. And Joshua mowed down Amalek and his people with the edge of the 

sword. 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Beloved: I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 

competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on the crown of 

righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to 

me, but to all who have longed for his appearance. At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf, 

but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me 

strength, so that through me the proclamation might be completed and all the Gentiles might hear it. 

And I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat and will 

bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.  To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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